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The French King's Declaration of War by Sea and Land againſt the Spaniards, reug- 


king the Paſports, Safeguards, and ſafe Condutts, and making prohibition againſt 
having any Commerce, and enjoyning his Subjefts tofall upon the Spaniards. 


HE ſincere Deſire which the King 
has had to mainrain the Truce 
concluded in the Year 1684. in- 
cuc'd His Majeity to diſſemble 

the Conduct held by the Miniſters of Spain 
in ail the Courts of Europe, where they 
have made ir their whole endeavour to ſtir 
them up to take up Arms againſt France ; 
And His Majzity is no flranger ro the Sham 
they have had in the League of 4ugshozrg ; 
He has likewife been informed 0. the 
Part the, Governour of the Spaniſh Low- 
Countries has had in the Prince of Orarge's 
Entcrprize againſt Fg/aud; but in no wiſe 

clieving tha; His Condudt in thar matter 
had been preſcribed to him by the King His 
Maſter, who for ſo many rcafons of Reli- 
gion, Blood, and Security for all Kings, was 
bound co oppoſe ſuch an Uiurpation. His 
Majeſty had hoped that He might have pre- 
vailed with his Catholjck Majeſty ro have 
ſtruck up an Union with him for the Re- 
ſtoration of the Lawſul King in England, and 
the conſeryation of the Catholick Religion, 
againſt the Union of the Proteſtant Princes, 
and ar leaſt ro keep an cxatt neutrality, it the 
ſtare of che Aﬀairs of Spain did not permit 
the Carholick King to take fuch like Engage- 
ments: His Majeſty had to that intent made 
him ſeveral Propoſals ſince the Month of 
November laſt, which have been well receiv- 


ed, while the Prince of Orange's Enterprize. 


ſeemcd doubri{ul. Burt theſe favourable Dil. 
paritions vaniſhed, as ſoon as it was known 
ar Madrid; that the King of Eng/and had de- 
parred , his Kingdom, and from that time 
there has been no other Diſcourſe than of 
War againſt Fraxce. His Majeſty has at the 
ſame time underſtood, that the Spaniſh Am- 
bafſador in England daily faw the Prince of 
Orange, and follicited him to induce the En- 
pliſh rodeclare War againſt France; that the 
Governour of the Spaniſh Low-Countries 
raiſed Forces iy all haſte; that he promiſed 
the States General-to ;joyn them with theirs 
in the beginning of the Campaign, and folli- 
cited them, as well as the Prince of Orange, 
to {end Troops into Flanders, for the pur- 
ting him ina poſture of waging War againſt 
Frame: All theſe intimations having let his 
Majcty underſtand, that it became his Pru- 
denceto know what torely upon : He gave 
order wo the Count de Rebenac, his Ambaſlſ- 
ſador at Madrid, to demand a poſitive An- 
{wer of the Carholick King's Miniſters, of- 
tering him the continuation of the Truce, 


ME y 


EB defir fincere que le Roy a & 
de maintenir la Treve conclue- 
en PFamee 1684. a porte Sa Ma- 
jeſie & diſſimuter la conduite qu ont 
zene les Miniſtres d Eſpagne dans toutes 
les Cours des Princes de | Europe , ow 
ils ne ſe ſont appliquez qua les exciter 
a prendre les Armes contre la France ; 
Er Sa Majeſie na pas ignore la part 
qu'ils onf cue dans la negociation de la 
ligue d'Ausbenrg ; Flle a avffi ſie infor- 
mee de celle qua et le Gonverneur des Pajs- 
Bas Eſpagnols , dans Penterpriſe que te 
Prince d'Orange a f.:ite contre {| Angleter. 
re ; mais ne pouvant croire que la conduite 
quil a tenue a cer egard, luy ent eſte preſ- 
crite par le Roy ſon Maiſtre, qui par tant 
de raiſons de Religion, de Sang, & de Seur- 
16 pour tous les Roys, eftoit oblige de S'op- 
poſer @ une pareille aſarpation, Sa Majeſte 
avozt eſpere de pouveir porter Sa Majeſe 
Catholique & Sunir avec Elle pour le reta- 
bliſſement du Roy legitime en Angleterre, 
& la conſervation de la Religion Catholique 
contre Funion des Princes Proteſtans, & au 
moins, @ garder une neutralite exate, fi 
'Petat des affaires d Eſpagne ne permettoit pas - 
au Roy Catholique de prendre de pareils en- 
gagemens, Sa Majeſte luy a fait faire pour 
cer effet differentes propoſitions depuis le mois 
de Novembre dernier, leſquelles ont. eſie bien 
recelues, tandis que le ſuccez. de | enterpriſe 
du Prince Orange a paru douteux 5 mais 
ces favorables diſpoſitions ſe ſont Eevanouzes 
des que Foun a ſceu & Madrid le Roy 
A-gleterre forty de fon Royaume, & Fon wy 
a plus parle que de guerre contrel a France. 
Sa Majeſte a appris en meſme temps que 
Ambaſſadeur þ Eſpague en Angleterre voy- 
Tt journellement le Prince Orange, & 
le ſolicitoit de faire que les Anglois de- 
claraſſent la Guerre & la France, que le 
Gouvernear des Pais Bas Eſpagnols lewoit 
des troupes avec empreſſement ; quwil pro- 
ynettoit aux Flats Generaux de les join- 
dre aux leurs an commencement de Ia 
Campagne, & les ſolicitoit auſſibien que le 
Prince dOrange, a faire paſſer des Trou- 
pes en Flandres pour le mettre en eſtat 
de faire la Guerre a la France. Tous ces 
avis ayant fait juger ' & Sa Majeſie quil 
eftoit de ſa prudence de ſcauvrir a quoys en 
tenir, Elle a donne ordre au Comie de Re- 
benac, fon Ambaſſadeur a Madrid, de de- 
ander une reſponſe poſitive aux Miniſtres _ 
lu Roy Catholique, luy offrant 1a continua- 
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tion de la Ti8ve, pourti qui voluſt Sobliger 
en gardant une neutralite exatle, de ne ſe- 
courtr direftement, ny indiredement les eunemis 
de ſa Majeſi6; mais les mauvais Confeils ay- 
ant prevalu, $a Majeſie a eſte inforn ee que la 
reſolution avoit el priſe de Favoriſer Iuſur- 
pareur d' Angleterre, & de ſe joindre aux 
Princes Proteſtans. Sa Majeſte a appris auſſi, 
preſque en meſme temps que les Agents du Prince 
A Orange ont touche des ſonmes confiaerables 
2 Cadix, & a Madrid, que les Troupes de 
Hollande (S de Brandenbourgh ſont entrees 
dans les principales Places des Eſpagnols en 
Flanders, Eque le Gouverneur des Pais-Bas 
pour le Roy Catholique faiſoit ſoliciter les E- 
ftats Generaux de faire avancer leur Armee 
ſous Bruxelles. Tous ces avis joynts 4 la 
rEponſe que ledit Comte de Rebenac a receue 
z Madrid ne laiſſaut a Sa Majeſie aucun 
lies de douter que [intention du Roy Ca- 
tholique ne ſoit de Je joindre a ſes Enne- 
mis; Sa Maijrſie a cru ne devoir pas per- 
dre de temps 4 prevenir ſes mauvais deſ- 
ſeins, & a reſalu de luy declarer la Guerre, 
tant par Mer que par Terre, comme Elle fait 
par la Preſente. Ordonne Gt Enjoint pout 
cert effet, Sa Majeſle, 4 tous ſes Sujets, Vaſ- 
ſaux & Serviteurs de courre ſus aux Eſpag- 
vols, & leur a deffendu & deffend tres-ex- 
preſstment, davoir cyapres avec eux aucane 
communication, commerce, ny intelligence, 4 
| pein de la wie; Et a cette fin, Sa Majeſte 
a des a-preſent revoque & revoque toutes Per- 
miſſions, Paſſeports, Sauvegardes, & Sauf-con- 
duits, qui pourroient avoir eſte accordez par 
Elle, on par ſes Lieutenans Gentraux, & an. 
tres ſes Officiers, contraires 4 la preſente, 


& les a declare & declare als, & de nul” 


effer & waleur; drffend a qui que ce ſoit oy 
avoir aucun egard. Mande & Ordonne Sa 
Majeſte 2 Monſieur Þ Amiral, aux Mareſ- 
chaux de France, Gouverneurs & Lieute- 
mans Gentraux pour Sa Majeſie en fes Pro- 
wvinces & Armees, Mareſchanx de Camp, Co: 
lonels, Meſtres de Camp, Capitaines, Chef 
& Condufteurs de ſes gens de Guerre, tant 
de cheval que de pied, Prargois & Eftran- 
gers, & tous autres ſes Officiers quil appar- 


tiendra, que le contenu en la preſente, is faſ.. 


FANvARD COLLEGE 112. ty 
1 MAY 28, 1913 
SUBSC 


: RIPTIU 
provittalitye'weuk! oblice himſelf, by keep: 
ing an exact neutrality not to ſuccour dire- 
ctly or indirettly his Majeſties Enemies : Bur 
all Counſels having prevailed, his Majeſty 
has been informed, thar the Reſolution had 
been taken to favour the Ulurper of Exg/ard, 
and of joyning with the Proteſtant Princes. 
His Majelty has alſo underſtood at the ſame 
time, that the Prince of Orange's Agents re- 
ceiv'd conſiderable Sumsat Cadiz and Madrid, 
thatthe Troops of Holland and Brandenbourg 
are entered into the principal Towns belong- 
ing to the Spaniards in Flanders; and that 
the Catholick King's Governor of the Low- 
Countries cauſed the States-General to be (ol- 
licited to order their Army to advance to 
Bruxells, All theſe Advertiſements, toge- 
ther with the Anſwer received by the Count 
de Rebenac at Madrid, leaving his Majeſty no 
room to queſtion, but that the Catholick 
King's intention is co joyn with his Enemies ; 
His Majeſty thought it became him, not to 
loſe time, for the preventing his ill Deſigns, 


and has reſolved to declare War againſt him, - 


as well by Sea as Land, as he does by theſe 
preſents : Therefore his Majeſty orders and 
enjoyns, to this effect, all his Subjects, Vaſſals, 
and Servants, to fall upon the Spanzards, and 
has moſt expreſly forbid, and does forbid ſuch 
his Subjects from having hereafter with the 
Spaniards any Communication, Commerce, 
or Intelligence, upon pain of Death; and to 
that purpoſe, His M. has revoked and dots 
revoke all Permiſſions, Paſports, Safeguards, 
and fate Conducts, which may have been 
granted by him, or by his Lieutenant Gene- 
rals, and other his Officers, contrary to theſe 


Preſents, and has and does declarc them null, 


and of no ecfte&t; forbidding all Perſons what- 
ſoever from having regard thereunto. His M. 
commands and orders the Admiral, Mare(- 
chals of France, Governors, and L. Generals 
for his M.in his Provinces and Armies, Mareſ- 
chals de Camp, Colonels, Maiſtres de Camps, 
Captains, Chieftains, and Leaders of his Sol- 
dicry, as well of Horſe as Foot, French and Fo- 
reigners, and all orher his Officers to whom ir 
ſhall belong, that they cauſe theſe Preſents to 
be executed as far forth as may concern them, 


ſent executer chacun a ſon egard dans Fetendugr-and fall within their Powers and Jarifdici- 


de leurs pouucirs & juriſdittions ; Car tells! 
eſt ls wolon:s de Sa Majeſt, laquelle weut &. 
entend, que la preſente ſoit publice & affichee 
en toutes ſes Villes, tant Maritimes qu autres, 
& en tous ſes Ports, Havres © autres lieux de 
ſon Royaume, & terres de ſon obeiſſance que be- 
ſoin ſera, ace qu aucun nen pretende cauſe d Ig- 
norance. Fait 2 Verſailles 15. Avril 1689. 
Sizne, Louis. Et plus bas, COLBERT, 
"AR 


ons. For fuch is his M. Will and Pleaſure, his 
Will and Pleaſure being, that theſe Preſentsbe 


_ publiſh'd and afftix*d in all his Cities, as well 


Maritime as other, and in all his Ports, Ha- 
vens, and all other places of his Realm, ayd to 
all Territories under his Command whom it 
may concern, that ſo none may plead igno- 
rance. Given at Verſailles the 15th. f April, 
1689, Signed, and lower, COLBERT. 
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